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The old adage that “location, location and location” 
are the three most important factors in real estate has a corollary in 
stamp collecting—timing, timing and timing. 

For Arthur S. Przybyl, a successful pharmaceutical industry exec-
utive, the last decade of his collecting life has been the most prolific. 
With the dispersal of major collections—including the Gross, 
Wingate, Middendorf and Petersen collections through the Siegel 
firm and the “Erivan” collection through Harmer—Mr. Przybyl has 
had courtside seats at many of the greatest philatelic sale events. 

Quite literally, he and his wife Candy were front and (a bit right 
of) center when the William H. Gross U.S. Treasures sale was held 
on October 3, 2018. At this historic evening auction Mr. Przybyl 
successfully acquired the fabled unused Hawaiian 2¢ Missionary 
pictured on the front of this brochure. Timing and tenacity worked 
in tandem to capture what is universally regarded as one of the rarest 
and most valuable single stamps in all of philately. 

The evolution of Mr. Przybyl’s collecting follows a familiar  
pattern. He set out to complete a basic one-of-a-kind United States 
stamp collection and made great strides in that endeavor. His collec-
tion contains almost every major rarity: the 1851 1¢ Type I (Scott 5), 
1861 First Designs and Colors, 1869 Pictorial Inverts, Bank Note 
Special Printings, rare 20th Century rotary press issues (Scott 544, 
594, 596 and 613), and the legendary Inverted Jenny (Position 3 
from the top of the sheet). 

As his singles collection progressed, Mr. Przybyl became enam-
ored with the “primitives”—Postmasters’ Provisionals issued in the 
north in 1845 and in the South in 1861—and he also developed an 
affinity for multiples and covers. His range expanded beyond the 
U.S. borders to include Hawaii, a sovereign kingdom with close ties 
to the U.S. postal system. His love of the “Old” Italian States and 
Swiss Cantonals emerged relatively recently, and he acquired some 
beautiful examples of stamps on and off cover, including the Swiss 
Double Geneva and Basle Dove. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt attributed his health and relief from stress 
to philately, claiming “I owe my life to my hobbies—especially 
stamp collecting.” The growth of stamp collecting and business  
during the past 18 months reflects the appeal of a hobby that offers 
quiet solitude, camaraderie, intellectual stimulation, acquisitive 
competition and the ability to bring order to things in a world that 
feels increasingly disordered and chaotic. 

In November 2021 the Siegel firm will have the honor to present 
the Arthur S. Przybyl collection to the market. The majority of items 
and value will be offered in a single-owner sale catalogue. The 
European classics will be featured in the Siegel International sale. 
This preview conveys the breadth, depth and quality of the Przybyl 
collection, which surely ranks among the most outstanding ever 
offered by the Siegel firm.
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This extraordinary collection will be offered in November 2021 
(European rarities will be featured in the Siegel International sale) 

For catalogue information and updates, go to 

siegelauctions.com
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